ogy; rather, it aims to review the results of studying these neoplasms with innovative cell biology techniques, from which new ideas about their pathobiology have emerged.
overall the book is interesting, informative and nicely presented. I commend it to practitioners in relevant pathological specialties as well as to clinicians interested in biological and pathological mechanisms in neuroendocrine cells. But beware! Such is the rate of progress in this area that some of the information will not be in mint condition for long. -89838-666-7 Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff 1984 It is approximately twenty years since coronary care units developed and came to be regarded as an essential part of high technology hospitals. During this period the concept of what constitutes ideal management for the patient with acute myocardial infarction has changed considerably and is still evolving. This book, a compilation of 58 chapters by 80 (mainly North American) authors is a timely appraisal of current expert opinion on all aspects of coronary care, from the basic physiology, pathology and biochemistry of ischaemic heart disease to 'the preparation of the patient, family and staff for imminent death on the unit'. The book continues the tradition of Martinus Nijhoff for publishing books by experts for experts. No important area has been omitted and the editorial supervision has clearly been meticulous. The major sections include 'Pathology of ischaemic heart disease', 'Prediction and prevention of acute myocardial ischaemia and infarction', 'Methods for diagnosing and sizing infarction', 'Methods for monitoring a patient with acute myocardial ischaemia', 'The pre-hospital phase', 'The post admission phase', 'The coronary care unit (organization, administration, cost-effectiveness, etc.)', 'The pre-discharge phase' and 'The convalescent phase'. This book is a goldmine of information. The references are up-to-date and all important areas of controversy are covered, including the role of coronary artery spasm, trials of antithrombotic regimens, trials to demonstrate modification of acute mortality, the use of thrombolytic agents and of antiarrhythmic drugs and methods (including surgery) for preserving myocardium.
The only disappointing and unhelpful chapter is that on 'Terminology for location ofacute myocardial infarcts'. In this the authors 'prefer defining subendocardiulm as the inner half of the myocardium rather than just the inner third because most subendocardial -infarcts involve only the inner third'. They also advise Us that 'certain terms used electrocardiographically, namely, "inferior", "diaphragmatic", and "true posterior", should be avoided because their opposites are not used'. This is bizarre logic! Another disappointing aspect, which reflects the predominantly North American influence, is that the important anti-arrhythmic drug amiodarone appears only once in the index and even then the reference is to its prophylactic role in preventing coronary artery spasm.
However, these are minor criticisms. This is a superb volume which should prove immensely rewarding to anyone involved in modern intensive coronary care. The first of three sections is concerned with 'biologic interactions' and includes a chapter on the effect of copper IUDs on cervical cytology and their influence on transtubal sperm migration. Another describes inflammatory changes induced by IUDs in animal models and the effect of anti-inflammatory drugs. There is also a description of an intracervical norgestrel-releasing device which appeared to facilitate bacterial colonization of the uterus but also inhibited sperm migration.
The second section is devoted to the risks of IUDs, with emphasis on pelvic inflammatory disease and complications. The 'lost' IUD or threads receives due attention and the phenomenon of translocation is described, though I regard this as a euphemism. The third section is concerned with technical progress. It includes one chapter on topical uterine anaesthesia for insertion which would have been more helpful if it had included consideration of other forms of pain relief such as cervical block and the use of anti-prostaglandin preparations. There are two chapters on the applications of ultrasonography, one of which showed 9% of devices-missing or mislocated with the majority of pregnancies occurring among these women. Two other chapters describe methods of measuring the dimensions of the uterine cavity and 'fitting' IUDs. It is a book for the expert and is expensive, particularly as the symposium was held in 1982. give the philosophy and underlying principles of its practice in developed countries. This second volume of a 4-volume work has 10 authors from the United States, 9 from the United Kingdom and one from Australia. The 14 chapters, each with references, cover public health promotion and include not only infectious disease and physical and social environments but population dynamics, primary health care, specialist services and training. There are chapters on strategies and policy from both sides of
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